Meningitis scare {#cesec10}
================

Seven people have died and at least 64 are ill across nine states in the USA in an outbreak of Aspergillus meningitis associated with spinal cord steroid injections. The worst state affected is Tennessee, where the outbreak was originally documented. Officials continue to investigate the source of the outbreak but suspect a contaminated batch of steroid.

Nurse network {#cesec20}
=============

The Burdett Trust for Nursing has launched [Global Research Nurses](http://globalresearchnurses.tghn.org)---a free, interactive, and collaborative online resource for research nurses worldwide, with a focus on low-income and middle-income countries. The network, part of the Global Health Network, will give access to training resources and local workshops, and offer a forum to engage with other nurses.

Teen drink-driving {#cesec30}
==================

Rates of teen drink-driving in the USA decreased by 54% between 1991 and 2011, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The study focused on high-school students aged 16 years and older. It found that 18-year-old boys were the group most likely to drink and drive, with 18% reporting having done so.

Abuse in care {#cesec40}
=============

A Human Rights Watch [report](http://www.hrw.org/news/2012/10/02/ghana-people-mental-disabilities-face-serious-abuse) states that people in Ghana with mental disabilities experience degrading conditions in psychiatric institutions and "prayer camps" where they are often held against their will. The report describes people being chained, denied medication, and forced to fast, seriously contravening the UN Disability Rights Convention ratified by Ghana this year.
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Homelessness kills {#cesec50}
==================

UK homelessness charity Crisis has launched a campaign calling for restructuring of the National Health Service to better meet homeless people\'s needs. The campaign follows new [research](http://www.crisis.org.uk/research.php?fullitem=371) that shows that homeless people die 30 years younger than the national average, at 47 years, with more than a third of deaths attributable to drug and alcohol misuse.

© 2012 Corbis2012Since January 2020 Elsevier has created a COVID-19 resource centre with free information in English and Mandarin on the novel coronavirus COVID-19. The COVID-19 resource centre is hosted on Elsevier Connect, the company\'s public news and information website. Elsevier hereby grants permission to make all its COVID-19-related research that is available on the COVID-19 resource centre - including this research content - immediately available in PubMed Central and other publicly funded repositories, such as the WHO COVID database with rights for unrestricted research re-use and analyses in any form or by any means with acknowledgement of the original source. These permissions are granted for free by Elsevier for as long as the COVID-19 resource centre remains active.

Drone warfare {#cesec60}
=============

A new report by Medact has revealed the public health effects of drone warfare. Stress is experienced by those who live in areas known to be covered by drones, with women reporting the highest levels of distress because of disempowerment over family wellbeing. Children experience fear, which may interfere with their emotional development, notes the report.

Maternal health boost {#cesec70}
=====================

Bloomberg Philanthropies, funded by New York City\'s mayor Michael Bloomberg, will expand an initiative to train medical officers and midwives in remote areas of Tanzania in lifesaving procedures for pregnant women. Tanzania has the eighth highest number of maternal deaths in the world. Since 2006, US\$15·5 million have been spent on the initiative.

Novel coronavirus update {#cesec80}
========================

There are still only two laboratory-confirmed cases of the new coronavirus, tentatively named London1_novel CoV, associated with acute respiratory illness. One patient has died and the other is still in intensive care; both had travelled to the Middle East. WHO has issued a case definition, and a diagnostic test has been developed.

Supplement scepticism {#cesec90}
=====================

The US Department of Health and Human Services has released a [report](https://oig.hhs.gov/oei/reports/oei-01-11-00210.pdf) about the health and function claims on dietary supplement labels. The report found that 7% of products lacked the legally required disclaimer that the Food and Drug Administration had not reviewed the claims, and 20% included prohibited claims of specific health and disease benefits.

Abortion statistics {#cesec100}
===================

A [new study](http://www.guttmacher.org/pubs/journals/3814312.html) by the Guttmacher Institute shows that northern European countries have the highest rates of teen abortion---22 of 1000 women in England and Wales, and 21 in Sweden. In northern Europe, teen abortions accounted for 18% of total abortions, contrasted with 8--10% in eastern and southern Europe.

World Sight Day {#cesec110}
===============

Oct 11 is [World Sight Day](http://www.vision2020.org/main.cfm?type=WORLDSIGHTDAY2012); no theme this year allows participating organisations to draw attention to their own priority areas. The International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness and Vision 2020: The Right to Sight are working together to eliminate avoidable blindness. An estimated 285 million people worldwide are visually impaired with 90% of blind people living in developing countries.

Child\'s play {#cesec120}
=============

Researchers from the UK and Nigeria have developed a computer game to help teach children about sickle-cell anaemia. The game, which was created as part of the SCOOTER educational resource project, is intended to teach children aged 6--12 years about the disease and how to recognise tell-tale signs of a sickle-cell crisis.
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For ***The Lancet* News podcast** see <http://www.thelancet.com/lancet-news-audio-2012/>
